Mrs. Cook 
World History, Part 1


Age of Absolutism Unit Project

Project Description/Information
Standard(s): 
· WHII.6 The student will demonstrate knowledge of scientific, political, economic, and religious changes during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries by describing the Age of Absolutism, including the monarchies of Louis XIV and Peter the Great.  

· WHII.6 The student will demonstrate knowledge of scientific, political, economic, and religious changes during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries by assessing the impacts of the English Civil War and the Glorious Revolution on democracy.

Essential Questions: Who were the absolute monarchs?  What effect did the absolute monarchs have on their countries?  How did the English Civil War and the Glorious Revolution promote the development of the rights of Englishmen?
Task: Students will research an assigned monarch and create a project to present to the class.  The monarchs to be researched include:  

· Spain – Phillip II of the Hapsburg Dynasty (Ch 4.1, pgs. 142-147)

· France – Louis XIV of the Bourbon Dynasty (Ch 4.2, pgs. 148-152)

· England – The Early Stuarts (Charles I)
The Restoration Stuarts (Charles II and James II) (Ch. 4.3, pg. 154-162)

· Prussia – Frederick II the Great of the Hohenzollern Dynasty (Ch 4.4, pgs. 163-167)

· Russia – Peter I the Great of the Romanov Dynasty & Catherine II the Great of the Romanov Dynasty (Ch 4.5, pgs. 168-173)

Students can choose the format for their project from the following list.  Projects must be approved by Mrs. Cook BEFORE research is conducted.  
· Newspaper article

· Brochure

· Poster

· PowerPoint presentation

· Written essay

This project is worth 100 points.  Student projects are expected to address each of the following categories:

· Name of monarch with short catch phrase about the monarch (5 points)
· Image of monarch (10 points)
· Timeline of important things to know about the monarch’s reign (HINT: There are timelines in your textbook to use as a reference) (10 points)
· TYPED definitions/descriptions of key terms (people, places, events, and ideas associated with your monarch) (at least one sentence per key term);  THIS MUST BE TYPED AND GIVEN TO MRS. COOK  BY FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2014. (15 points)
· Accomplishments of monarch: two to three paragraphs or list with bullet points  (15 points)

· The historical significance (impact, legacy on history) of monarch: one to two paragraph (15 points)

· Project presentation (20 points)

Students are expected to complete their project by the deadline: Tuesday, September, 23, 2014 Projects turned in after the deadline will be reduced by one letter grade for each day late. Students who complete their project after the deadline will still be expected to present their project to the class.
Class Schedule

Day 1: Introduction to Absolutism and Model Presentation
· PowerPoint presentation and discussion

Days 2: Age of Absolutism Unit Project
· Monarch assignments

· Read textbook pages covering your monarch and take notes or outline the section

Day 3: Computer Lab/Library
· Complete any additional research for project

· Type definitions/descriptions of key terms
Day 4: Project presentations
REMEMBER DEADLINE IS SEPTEMBER 23, 2014. WE WILL DO PRESENTATIONS THE SAME DAY AS WELL!

     Absolutism in Europe was a theory of kingship whereby the monarch ruled a centralized state with absolute sovereignty. Possessing unlimited power, he was not subject to any laws but those of God. Absolutism prevailed from the 15th century to the end of the 18th century and was often used as a unifying force in the consolidation of nation-states. Today, an absolute monarch would be known as a dictator. 
     The theoretical justification for absolutism was derived from various sources and traditions, including the Bible and the practices of ancient civilizations. Above all, two influential figures validated absolutism in the 17th century. In France, Bishop Jacques-Bénigne Bossuet affirmed that absolute power could be justified through the divine right of kings to rule—an authority given to monarchs directly by God. Since the monarch was God's representative on Earth, his decisions became law without any accountability. In other words, whoever challenged the monarch was challenging God. Political theorist Thomas Hobbes of England, on the other hand, justified absolutism politically rather than religiously. In Leviathan (1651), Hobbes wrote that absolute monarchy was the only system of government capable of maintaining order among the unruly masses. 
     Practical considerations also accounted for absolutism. After the calamitous 14th century, people were ready to accept a strong monarch, especially if he restored order from chaos. The Protestant Reformation contributed to absolutism as well. Papal influence had weakened in many states, and secular affairs needed guidance from a powerful ruler. To establish order and control, monarchs required a bureaucracy, which in turn helped to maintain central authority. Bureaucrats were responsible for collecting taxes, enforcing laws and royal decrees, and gathering information. With the taxes collected by bureaucrats, monarchs could establish large, standing armies, which further consolidated their power. 
     In addition, 15th-century mercantile policies, which produced unimaginable wealth, contributed to the rise of absolutism. The mercantile notion of a national, self-sufficient economy stimulated production and generated surpluses. To maintain that prosperity, monarchs regulated all aspects of economy and industry and built navies to protect their trade. 
