PSYCHOLOGY – Approaches to Psychology




 
      
Mrs. Cook 
“Survey Project”

DESCRIPTION: 

A psychologist has hired you to help conduct some research on high school students. They want to publish an article and have asked you to contribute. You must utilize a survey format, in which you ask questions of a selected group. You are free to examine any aspect of high school life. 

MANDATORY ASSIGMENT:

Design and prepare a survey that includes the following. Each student is responsible for creating their own survey
1. Hypothesis

2. Reason for choosing the items to be surveyed

3. Sample – who is the target population? Be very specific.

4. Questionnaire – At least 10 questions. Follow the tips in step 3. Questionnaire should be a valuable resource for finding an answer to the hypothesis and should NOT include open ended questions. 

5. Reflection – Write in paragraph form and answer ALL of the following

a. How would you conduct your survey? Time? Where?

b. What potential problems do you see with conducting the survey?

DIRECTIONS:

The steps below will help you in the process of designing your survey.
Step 1: Define a topic/Set goals

· Develop a hypothesis to test. Most surveys measure attitudes or behaviors.

· Describe why this topic is interesting to you

Step 2: Select a sample

· What kind of people will you survey? This is called your target population.

· How many people will you survey?

· How will you avoid bias and tainted results?

Step 3: Create a questionnaire

· Surveys can be conducted in various ways, including; phone, mail, in person, online, etc. Due to money and time constraints, choose either an online or in-person survey. 

· Kiss – Keep it short and simple

· Include an introduction. State who you are and what you are studying

· If you are researching something that subjects might hesitate to share information about, include a disclaimer that promises that you will not share their identities with anyone. 

· Allow “don’t know” or “not-applicable” answers

· Make the early questions easy and inviting to answer

· Include a title

· Leave a space at the end for “other comments”. This information can be as valuable as the actual survey questions. 

· Be sure to collect information that can be used to draw conclusions about certain demographics (i.e. race, sex, age)

· If you create a multiple choice question, make sure all possible answers are included as options or include an “other”, or “doesn’t apply to me” option.

· If you are researching attitudes about a topic, a rating scale may be more accurate than a yes or no answer. 

EXAMPLE:

HYPOTHESIS: 

Most (over 60%) of high school students do not eat breakfast in the morning. 

REASONING:

Breakfast is the most important meal of the day. Eating breakfast will increase your alertness and energy. However, I believe that many students do not eat breakfast before school. I would like to find out exactly how many students do not eat breakfast before school. 

SAMPLE:

I will survey at least 100 students ages 16-19 from Northampton High School. 

QUESTIONNAIRE:

1. How old are you?

a. 16
17
18
19
other

2. How many days a week do you eat breakfast before attending school?

a. 0
1
2
3
4
5

** Please note: Your Questionnaire must include at least 10 questions.

REFLECTION:

I will create my survey using Google Docs/Drive. This program will allow me to upload a web link to the class website so that I can direct students in my classes to take the survey.  The survey will be conducted during the class period in which I have the students. 

 
As with any survey, the subjects may not be completely honest on the survey. I will encourage them to be honest by letting them know that the survey is anonymous and will help me learn more about their healthy eating habits. I will also have a large number of students take the survey to ensure better accuracy. 

For an example survey using Google Drive, see https://docs.google.com/a/nasdschools.org/spreadsheet/viewform?formkey=dEU5TmF5RTNGTFpCUDZjX21xSmotcmc6MQ#gid=0
